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FINAL DOCUMENT

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Central European Initiative held its annual meeting in Bratislava from 3 to 5 November 2005, in accordance with Article 5 of the Document on Working Procedures. The meeting was chaired by Mr. Sándor Albert, Head of the Standing Delegation of the National Council of the Slovak Republic to the Central European Initiative, representing the Slovak CEI Presidency.


The meeting was attended by national delegations representing the parliaments of Austria, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Hungary, Italy, Macedonia, Romania, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, and Ukraine. 


The meeting was addressed by Mr. Viliam Veteška, Vise-President of the National Council of the Slovak Republic, Prof. Sándor Albert, Head of the Standing Delegation of the National Council of the Slovak Republic to the Central European Initiative, Mr. Július Brocka, Chairman of the Committee on Social Affairs and Housing of the National Council of the Slovak Republic, Mr. Vojtech Tkáč, Member of the Committee on Social Affairs and Housing of the National Council of the Slovak Republic, Ms. Mária Demeterová, Member of the European Affairs Committee, Ms. Irena Belohorská, Member of the European Parliament,  Mr. Milan Predan, Deputy Director General, Executive Secretariat of the CEI in Trieste and Mr. Vladimír Halgaš, Ambassador at Large of the Slovak 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Central European Initiative,

· Having regard to the strategic goals of the Central European Initiative, as defined in Article 4 of the Guidelines and Rules of Procedure,

· Having regard to the objectives of the Parliamentary Dimension of the Central European Initiative, as laid down in Article 2 of its Document on Working Procedures, 

· Having regard to Article 5 of its Document on Working Procedures, 

· Having regard to the earlier Final Documents adopted by the Parliamentary Committee, the Standing Committee, and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Central European Initiative,

A. Whereas the Central European Initiative is an established platform for expressing and promoting common interests of the CEI member states in the international forum,

B. Whereas it is important to acknowledge the positive role that the Parliamentary Dimension of the Central European Initiative plays in strengthening multilateral co-operation at the parliamentary level among its member states,

C. Whereas peace, stability and prosperity in the globalised world can be achieved with active exchange of views and mutual learning between the representatives of the people from different countries,

D. Whereas it is essential to innovate and implement new approaches in international co-operation, while preserving best practices,

1. Urges to those CEI members states who can benefit from the short- or long-term membership in the European Union to continue the process of transferring experience and knowledge to CEI/non-EU member states through cooperation on all levels in the respective parliaments and their administration;

2. Appreciates the progress and measures taken to meet the conditions necessary for Bulgaria and Romania to join the European Union after having signed the accession treaties in April 2005 and expresses the support to the two countries to join the EU on 1 January 2007; wishes good luck to their fellow-parliamentarians from Bulgaria and Romania who currently perform observers’ tasks in the European Parliaments; highly welcomes opening of accession negotiations with Croatia, on the basis of a positive assessment of Croatia's cooperation with the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia; hopes Croatia will manifest substantive progress in order to allow for as smooth accession talks and early EU membership as possible. 

3. Earnestly wishes the Republic of Macedonia be soon granted the status of the European Union candidate country; supports measures taken by the political elites in Moldova and Ukraine which can contribute to a prosperity, stability and security in the region; regards highly the opening of negotiations of Serbia and Montenegro on  the Stabilization and Association Agreement with the European Union and calls upon the European countries to render the necessary assistance to all countries of the Western Balkans to continue the reform process and reach prosperity, growth, democracy and long lasting peace for their citizens;

4. Calls upon the European Union to agree with opening the negotiation talks with Bosna and Herzegovina on Stabilisation and Association Agreements which is the inevitable pre-condition for the country’s eventual membership in the EU;  

5. Refuses non-democratic behaviour of official authorities of any country and appeals to its member states to cease any steps and activities which contradict the shared values of the Central European Initiative member states and basic principles of democracy, plurality, defence of human rights and freedoms and human dignity; 

6. Recognises the role of parliamentarians of the Central European Initiative member states in bearing the responsibility for the development of the countries and region; taking into regard the fact that many of the Central European Initiative member states are at the same time members of the European Union and others are countries aspiring either in short- or long-term period for the EU membership, wishes to fulfil the primary tasks to communicate about the principal aspects of development and individual policies of the European Union; acknowledges the fact that it is necessary to gain wide support of the public for the processes which can be understood and accepted only provided a continuous dialogue about needs of the society, economy and citizens is kept;

7. Welcomes the opportunity to exchange the information and experience on a well-timed, sound and appropriate discussion with public in the Central European Initiative member states which lays out new models of communication for those parliaments that are open to debate the issues with their citizens; 

8. Admits that ever growing labour market in the countries of the European Union and Central European Initiative leads to pressures to harmonise national policies in the social area where exist the cultural, historical and ideological differences of individual policies; is aware of the fact that cultural, historical and ideological differences of individual policies are nowadays lessened under the influence of shared economic and institutional conditions. New models of works, globalisation, social, demographic and technological changes favour the idea of modernisation and convergence of social policies of individual states. 

9. Realizes that Europe needs reforms which will make sure for stronger economic growth and real social progress; despite the fact that unified social policy is rather unrealistic and impossible in Europe; acknowledges that convergence of the policies is a key to welfare and successful integration within the EU and globalised market; calls upon the governments of the member states of the Central European Initiative to invest into a discussion on a suitable model of social policy taking into regard the current situation and estimated development in Europe at the beginning of the 21st century;

10. Evaluates the necessity of preparing and implementation of educational models and programme for sustainable development, Parliamentary Assembly suggests the national delegations to create such models and programs united in the title „Education for sustainable development”;

11. Welcomes recommendations of the Ad-hoc Committee on Environment and Landscape Protection, Tourism of the CEI Parliamentary Dimension approved on its enlarged meeting on 8 – 11 September 2005, that is annexed to this Final Document; 

12. Appreciates the active approach of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation towards the CEI Parliamentary Dimension and the determination to foster the exchange of experience and ideas; supports the proposal of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation to unify regional initiatives in Southern and Northern Europe which should lead to harmonization and prevention of duplication of activities on political and project-oriented levels in the respective regions;

13. Welcomes the adoption of new Rules of Procedure of the CEI Parliamentary Dimension;

14. Appeals to the CEI Albanian presidency in 2006 to resume an active approach to the Parliamentary Dimension of the CEI and foster cooperation on the parliamentary level.
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ENVIRONMENT AND LANDSCAPE PROTECTION, TOURISM

ENLARGED MEETING OF THE AD-HOC COMMITTEE

- 8-11 September 2005 - 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE 2005 NOVEMBER PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY OF THE CEI

The Ad-hoc Committee for Environment and Landscape Protection, Tourism of the Central European Initiative - Parliamentary Dimension (CEI-PD), 

Having regard to the aims of the Parliamentary Dimension as laid down in the Document on Working Procedures and in the Rule 2 of the Integrated Draft Rules of Procedure, especially to ensuring the sustainable development of Central and Eastern Europe which can only be achieved by fully observing the requirements for environment protection,

Having regard to the previous documents adopted by the different bodies of the Central European Initiative - Parliamentary Dimension, 

Conscious of the desirability of strengthening the cooperation among the Parliamentary Dimension and Governmental Dimension of Central European Initiative, as two of three basic pillars of the organization, and deepening the partnership,

Whereas the Central European Initiative acts as a platform for enhancing multilateral cooperation among its member States in areas prone to innovative and integrated approaches for the further development and cohesion of the region,

Whereas the protection of the environment has raised growing concern among the CEI member States and awareness with regard to the need to design and implement new policies for sound management of natural resources, 

Acknowledging the importance of environment protection and sustainable development during the accession process to the European Union,

Recognizing that the conservation and sustainable use of the European natural heritage is a joint responsibility of all European States,

Recognizing that many environmental problems are of a cross-border nature and require international cooperation that can be of mutual benefit at national, regional and global level,

Whereas the efforts should not be focused only on understanding the new challenges, but also on cooperating in meeting them,

1. Reaffirms its strong belief and commitment to a wise use of natural resources so as to prevent any degradation of the environment and of natural habitats and to maintain the overall quality of life as well as continuous access to natural resources for both present and future generations, according to Agenda 21 and the Implementation Plan of the 2002 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in Johannesburg; 

2. Recommends the strengthening of the regional co-operation with the view to achieving the objectives of relevant United Nations Conventions, in particular the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Framework Convention on Climate Change (Rio de Janeiro, 1992); 
3. Agrees on the need for sustained efforts in order to coordinate their support for the implementation of policies conducive to overcoming the negative aspects related to the protection of the environment;

4. Underlines that a healthy environment is essential to the long term prosperity and quality of life and that the harmonization process with the European Community’s environmental acquis (horizontal legislation, air quality, waste management, water quality, nature protection, industrial pollution control, chemicals, noise, nuclear safety and radiation protection) is crucial for a sustainable development of Europe; 

5. Reaffirms its conviction that only the co-operation within the process of accession to the European Union can contribute to the development and implementation of the kind of environmental policy that responds to the needs of European citizens, now and in the future; 

6. Supports the implementation of multilateral, regional and bilateral environmental agreements to prevent and reduce pollution, preserve biological diversity and avoid and diminish environmental emergencies;

7. Recommends bringing together in partnership the governmental institutions, the research or educational bodies, the private sector and non-governmental organizations in a constructive dialogue on practical ways and means to promote ecological tourism and to achieve environmental protection, nature conservation and sustainable development;

8. Underlines the importance of the public awareness and participation in decision-making in the field of environmental protection and management and supports cooperation among all relevant stakeholders;

9. Acknowledges the importance of the Danube and its tributaries, from an economic and social point of view, the Danube being a major European river, with multiple uses and functions, but also with an important significance and ecological value, being therefore a natural habitat for numerous wildlife species;

10.  Acknowledges also that the Danube Delta is an important symbol of the world and of the region as well as a sample of biodiversity hosting rare or endangered animal and plant species at global level, as well as one of the most expanded wetlands in Europe and a major destination for nesting, staging and wintering birds;

a.  Recognizes the importance of the Danube Delta and, by considering the Ukrainian project for building a deep-water navigation canal in this area as well as its impact on the Danube Delta future, recommends the establishment of a multilateral technical and scientific working group in order to asses the following:

b. the project’s accordance with the existing relevant environmental agreements and conventions;

c. the environmental impact  of the deep-water navigation canal on the Danube Delta ecosystem;

d. the acceptable solutions for both Romania and Ukraine. 


Adopted with unanimity by the Ad-hoc Committee, in the Danube Delta, Romania, on the 10th of September 2005. 
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