MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

BETWEEN

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC

AND

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE HELLENIC REPUBLIC

ON THE CO-OPERATION 

IN THE FIELD OF

ARMAMENTS AND DEFENCE INDUSTRIES

The Government of the Slovak Republic and the Government of the Hellenic Republic (hereinafter referred to as "Contracting Parties") 

Wishing to promote the friendly relations between the two states, 

Seeking to develop a closer scientific and technical co-operation in the area of defence, 

Aiming at regular exchange of views based on the principles of mutual understanding and co-operation 

have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE 1

For the purposes of interpretation and implementation of this Memorandum:

(a) The term "relevant subjects" means separate research and development institutions, production and repair firms and companies of both Contracting Parties ,

b) The term "authorised person" means the appointed empowered representative of the sending Contracting Party State.

ARTICLE 2

The Contracting Parties will seek to develop and promote the military-economic and scientific-technical co-operation in the area of armaments and defence industries in accordance with relevant internal legislation of the Contracting Parties States.

ARTICLE 3

The military-economic and scientific-technical co-operation in the field of armaments and defence industries in the context of this Memorandum is performed in the following forms:

          a) Exchange of information between the relevant subjects of both Contracting Parties states on technical and technological achievements in the field of armaments and defence industries.

b) Identifying feasible co-operation areas between the relevant subjects of both Contracting Parties States aimed at encouraging, promotion and the implementation of common research, development and production programs for armament and defence technical equipment for their armed forces.

c) Mutual support of modern armament and defence technical equipment, training of personnel aimed at handling of armament and defence technical equipment and its maintenance, as well as provision of quality control services for the relevant subjects on the basis of specific contracts.

d) Providing armament and defence technical equipment within the frame of common research, development and production program of defence technical equipment that are subject to the interest of a third country. Participation in the program is possible on the basis of mutual agreements concluded by the Contracting Parties.

e) Other forms of co-operation specially agreed between the relevant subjects of the Contracting Parties States.

ARTICLE 4

The Contracting Parties will promote the co-operation between the relevant subjects of both Contracting Parties States in specific programs of mutual interest in the field of armaments and defence industries. Both Contracting Parties will have equal rights in maintaining the relations and will mutually respect this fact.

ARTICLE 5

(1) The methods of funding and other terms of the military-economic and scientific ​technical co-operation in the field of armaments and defence industries will be governed by specific agreements, which will provide for the specific forms of such co-operation between the relevant subjects of both Contracting Parties States.

(2)  Authorised personnel and their relatives while in the territory of the receiving Contracting Party State, shall respect laws and regulations of that state.

ARTICLE 6

(1) The Contracting Parties will mutually respect their internal legislation. 

(2) The area of rights protection in accordance with paragraph 1 of this Article will be defined by a special agreement between the relevant subjects of Contracting Parties States.

(3) Protection of classified information regarding the implementation of this Memorandum will be realised in accordance with the Agreement between the Government of the Slovak Republic and the Government of the Hellenic Republic on the Protection of Exchanged Classified Information signed on June 27th, 2005 in Bratislava.

(4) The Contracting Parties will protect the information obtained during the course of the activities realised in accordance with this Memorandum. Neither Contracting Party will provide the classified information to third parties unless a written consent has been obtained from the Contracting Party that originally provided this information.

ARTICLE 7

(1) The authorities responsible for the implementation of this Memorandum are:

·
For the Slovak Party - the Ministry of Defence of the Slovak Republic and the Ministry of 
Economy of the Slovak Republic, 

·
For the Hellenic Party - the Ministry of National Defence of the Hellenic Republic.

(2) The Contracting Parties task the Slovak-Greek Joint Committee for Scientific ​Technical Cooperation in the Area of Armaments and Defence Industries (henceforth called “the Joint Committee”) with co​ordination of works connected with the implementation of this Memorandum.

(3) The Joint Committee will have the maximum number of five members for each Contracting Party. In case of necessity the Joint Committee will invite the experts who will have equal rights as the members. The invitation of experts shall be a subject of prior approval by Contracting Parties.

(4) Decisions of the Joint Committee shall be adopted unanimously by all members. 

(5) The liaison offices responsible for organisation and coordination of the Joint Committee activities are:

· For the Slovak Party: Defence Planning and Resources Management Department  of the Ministry of Defence of the Slovak Republic and the Strategy Department of the Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic,

· For the Hellenic Party: Department of International Relations of the General Directorate for Defence Investment  and Armaments of the Ministry of National Defence of the Hellenic Republic.

(6) The Joint Committee will convene on mutually agreed dates, once in two years as a minimum, while the liaison offices of the Joint Committee will alternate in organisation of these meetings.

(7) On the basis of reciprocity the host Contracting Party will support the expenses for the organisation and implementation of each meeting of the Joint Committee, with the exception of any international transport and the daily allowances.

(8) Agenda of the Joint Committee meetings must be specified and mutually agreed at least 30 days in advance.

(9) The Joint Committee will assess all the issues that may be subject to common interest in development and promotion of military, economic and scientific-technical co-operation in the area of armaments and defence industries and will submit the assessed proposals to the relevant subjects of both Contracting Parties States.

ARTICLE 8

This Memorandum does not affect rights and obligations of the Contracting Parties arising from the other international agreements binding them, nor does it exclude their participation in alliances and financial or other associations.
ARTICLE 9

(1) This Memorandum shall remain in force for a period of five (5) years.

(2)Each of the Contracting Parties may withdraw from this Memorandum at any time by giving the other Contracting Party a written notice of withdrawal. The Memorandum shall cease to be in force three months after the notice has been delivered to the other Contracting Party.

(3) Not giving a notice of withdrawal before expiration date of this Memorandum, the validity shall be always extended automatically for one (1) year.

ARTICLE 10

(1) Either Contracting Party may submit any dispute arising form the interpretation or implementation of this Memorandum to the Joint Committee, which shall convene within 30 days of the submission of the dispute. 
(2) If the Joint Committee cannot reach a solution by consensus within 90 days of its meeting, then the dispute shall be transmitted for solution to be reached commonly by the State Secretaries of the Ministry of Defence of the Slovak Republic and the Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic and the Department of International Relations of the General Directorate for Defence Investment and Armaments of the Ministry of National Defence of the Hellenic Republic.

ARTICLE 11

This Memorandum may be modified upon mutual consent of both Contracting Parties. Any modifications shall enter into force according to the procedure described in Article 12 of this Memorandum.

ARTICLE 12

The present Memorandum shall enter into force 30 days upon exchange of notifications between the Contracting Parties that the respective internal procedures required for entry into force of this Memorandum have been completed. 
Done in............................................ on...................................... in two original copies, each in the Slovak language, the Hellenic language and the English language. In case of divergence, the English text shall prevail.

   For the Government 




 For the Government 

  of the Slovak Republic 




of the Hellenic Republic
