AGREEMENT
between the Government of the Slovak Republic
and the Government of Romania
on scientific and technological  co-operation 


The Government of the Slovak Republic and the Government of Romania (hereinafter referred to as “Parties”)

Recognizing the importance of science and technology in the development of their national economies,

Wishing to strengthen and develop the cooperation in the fields of science and technology, based on mutual benefit and equality,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

The Parties shall support and develop the co-operation in the field of science and technology between both states, based on equality and mutual benefit, according to the provisions of this Agreement and the existing legislation and regulations of each state.

Article 2


The co-operation shall have, in particular, the following forms:

a. Joint participation in the E.U. Framework Programmes for research, technological development and demonstration, the European and Regional programmes and mutual opening of National programmes;

b. Joint research on the basis of particular projects in mutually agreed upon scientific and technological areas;

c. Exchange of scientists and specialists;

d. Exchange of scientific and technological information and documentation; 
e. Organization and participation in scientific conferences, meetings, symposia, courses, workshops, exhibitions etc;

f. Joint use of research and development facilities and scientific equipment, including mutual access to unique equipment based on reciprocity and according to the internal legislation of both states;

g. Direct contacts and exchange of innovation technologies between academic teams from Slovak Republic and Romania, research centers, institutes and other scientific organizations;

h. Investigation of possibilities for the creation of joint enterprises, centers of excellence and other organizations in priority areas of scientific and technological development;

i. Other forms of scientific and technological co-operation, which might arise in the process of the implementation of this Agreement and may be mutually agreed upon.

Article 3

1. For the implementation of this Agreement, a Joint Committee for scientific and technological co-operation shall be established (hereinafter referred to as “Joint Committee”).

2. The tasks of the Joint Committee shall be as follows:

a. Negotiating the fields and forms of co-operation;

b. Creating favorable conditions for the implementation of this Agreement;

c. Facilitating the implementation of joint programmes and projects;

d. Exchanging opinions concerning mutual perspectives of the bilateral co-operation in the field of science and technology as well as investigating new proposals for further development.

3. The Joint Committee shall meet every two years, alternatively in the Slovak Republic and in Romania and shall conclude Protocols, containing the conclusions and proposals of these joint meetings. Besides this, it shall meet any time, whenever the Joint Committee considers it necessary.

4. The Joint Committee shall include an equal number of representatives of each Party and may elaborate its own rules of procedure.
Article 4

Responsible bodies for the implementation of this Agreement are the Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic and the Ministry of Education and Research of Romania. 
Article 5

1.
The costs of the exchange of experts, scientists and other specialists, resulting from the implementation of this Agreement, shall be covered on the following basis:

a. The sending Party shall cover the travel costs between locations of the implementing institutions and the cost of health insurance.

b.
The receiving Party shall cover the costs for internal travels, necessary for the implementation of the approved project, for accommodation, as well as daily allowances, according to the regulations of each state.

2. The co-operating partners can also identify other financing sources of the categories of costs mentioned at point 1.

Article 6
1. The intellectual property rights arising from the co-operation activities under this Agreement shall be regulated by implementing arrangements between the cooperating organizations. Intellectual property protection shall be subject to the international agreements on intellectual property law, to which both Slovak Republic and Romania are parties, as well as subject to national laws in force. 
2. Scientific and technological information of non-proprietary nature deriving from co-operation under this Agreement shall be possessed by the Parties and/or co-operating institutions in accordance with national laws. Such information cannot be made available to a third party, unless otherwise agreed in writing by Parties and/or the co-operating institutions if required by respective national laws of the Parties. 
3. Each co-operating partner may invite specialists from a third state, upon consent of the other co-operating partner, to participate in projects and programs being carried out under this Agreement. The cost of such participation shall normally be covered by the third state, unless both co-operating partners agree otherwise in writing.

4. The Parties shall assist and support participation in co-operation in international scientific and technological programs and projects, including exchange of international expertise on individual projects.

Article 7


Any disputes related to the implementation of this Agreement shall be settled by the Joint Committee through mutual consultations.
Article 8


Concerning the joint activities in the framework of this Agreement, each Party shall take, in accordance with the laws and regulations of its state, all necessary measures to ensure the best possible conditions for their implementation.


The provisions of this Agreement shall not affect the international obligations assumed by the Parties. 
Article 9


This Agreement shall remain in force for a period of five years and shall be renewed automatically for further five years’ period, unless it is not denunciated by one of the Parties through a written notification at least six months before the expiring date.


The termination of this Agreement shall not affect the implementation of the mutual projects and programs undertaken under this Agreement and their execution shall continue according to the conditions provided by the Parties.

Article 10


This Agreement shall enter into force ninety days upon an exchange of the last notification by which the Parties inform each other that all domestic procedures necessary for this Agreement to enter into force have been fulfilled. 
Done at ………, on……………, in two originals each, in Slovak, Romanian and English languages, all texts being equally authentic. In case of difference of interpretation of the Agreement, the English text shall prevail.

For the Government of the Slovak Republic

For the Government of Romania
