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Preamble

The Government of the Slovak Republic, (hereinafter referred to as "the Slovak Republic"),

and

the European Organisation for the Exploitation of Meteorological Satellites, established by the Convention opened for signature in Geneva on 24 May 1983 and entered into force on 19 June 1986 (hereinafter referred to as "EUMETSAT"),

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the EUMETSAT Council at its 15th meeting on 4 and 5 June 1991 recommended the Members States to accept Amendments to the Convention as proposed in the "Amending Protocol", attached to Resolution EUM/C/Res. XXXVI, and that these Amendments entered into force on 19 November 2000,

CONSIDERING that, according to Article 16 of the EUMETSAT Convention, any State may accede to the said Convention following a decision of the Council taken in conformity with the provisions of Article 5.2(a),

CONSIDERING further that the EUMETSAT Council, at its 34th meeting on 24-26 June 1997, has defined the “Cooperating State” status as an intermediate step for European countries wishing to become full EUMETSAT Member States,

CONSIDERING that the Slovak Republic and EUMETSAT signed a Cooperating State Agreement on 6 July 1999,

BEARING IN MIND that Article 7 of the above-mentioned Agreement establishes that the Agreement shall remain in force for a period of 5 years and that it requires, during the fifth year following the entry into force of the Agreement, a formal review of the cooperation in view of a possible accession by the Slovak Republic to EUMETSAT as a full Member State,

FOLLOWING the wish expressed by the Slovak Republic to become a EUMETSAT Member State within the framework conditions established by the EUMETSAT Convention, expressed through a letter from the Minister of Environment of the Slovak Republic dated 9 March 2004.

RECALLING that the EUMETSAT Council at its 55th  Meeting on  22-23 June 2004 agreed to welcome the Slovak Republic as a Member State.

CONVINCED that this accession will contribute to the achievement of the objectives set out in the EUMETSAT Convention,

HAVING REGARD to Articles 16 and 17 of the EUMETSAT Convention,

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1

1. As from the date of accession of the Slovak Republic to the EUMETSAT Convention, the provisions of the EUMETSAT Convention and all EUMETSAT rules, together with all decisions taken by the Council, including all approved mandatory programmes (General Budget, Meteosat Transition Programme, Meteosat Second Generation Programme and its Extension and EUMETSAT Polar System Programme) shall be binding for the Slovak Republic. Participation in approved optional Programmes will require a separate decision by the Slovak Republic and is subject to agreement by the Participating States.

2. As from the date of accession, the Slovak Republic shall be placed in the same situation as the other Member States with regard to decisions, rulings, resolutions or any other acts made by the Council or by any subordinate body and with regard to any Agreement concluded by EUMETSAT. Therefore, the Slovak Republic shall abide by the principles and policies stemming therefrom, and shall whenever necessary take appropriate measures to ensure their full implementation.

Article 2

1. In accordance with Article 16.5 of the EUMETSAT Convention, the Slovak Republic shall make a special payment to EUMETSAT of 830,000 EUR. This payment shall be made no later than 31 January 2006.

2. No further payments will be requested from the Slovak Republic for the period up to the end of 2005.

Article 3

The Slovak Republic shall with regard to the provision of Article 2.2 above start to contribute to the EUMETSAT annual budgets as from 1 January 2006.

Article 4

The Protocol shall enter into force upon the day of signature.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorised, have signed this Protocol.

Done and signed in two originals, one for each Party to the Protocol, in the English and Slovak languages, both being equally valid.

In .................................
In .................................

On .................................
On .................................

for the Government
for EUMETSAT

of the Slovak Republic

........................................................
........................................................


Dr. Lars Prahm

Director-General
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